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Ms. Gonzalez was born and raised in Jer-

sey City, NJ. She holds a master’s degree in 
health administration and began her career 
working for Christ Hospital, where she initiated 
volunteer efforts in the community. 

Cathy Gonzalez embodies the life work of 
Congresswoman Mary T. Norton. On behalf of 
my colleagues in the House of Representa-
tives, I congratulate her for her outstanding 
service to the community and for carrying on 
the work of Congresswoman Mary T. Norton. 
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TRIBUTE TO NELSON FAIRBANKS 

HON. MARK FOLEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 18, 2000 

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, this past summer 
marked the end of long and distinguished ca-
reer for a leader of Florida’s agriculture and 
business industries. Our dear friend, Mr. J. 
Nelson Fairbanks retired from his post with the 
U.S. Sugar Corporation. 

In 1966, the charm and beauty of inviting 
Clewiston, Florida lured Nelson from the family 
farm in Louisiana. Twelve years later, he 
would join U.S. Sugar as vice president of cor-
porate development. Since those first days, 
Nelson later took over the helm as CEO and 
for more than a decade guided the company 
and its employees through unprecedented 
change and growth. 

By molding U.S. Sugar, Nelson also shaped 
the industry and his community as well. 

In today’s quick-fix, high-tech, ‘‘dot-com’’ 
world, Nelson and the people of U.S. Sugar 
truly understand the meaning of a hard day’s 
work. They are the wholesome hospitable 
people that take a deep pride in laboring hard 
to feed America’s families. 

The community will indeed miss Nelson’s 
leadership and vision. Yet, we are comforted 
in the knowledge that regardless where retire-
ment takes Nelson, love for the people of 
Clewiston and U.S. Sugar runs thick in his 
veins like molasses. 

f 

THE PRAIRIE ROSE CHAPTER OF 
THE DAUGHTERS OF THE AMER-
ICAN REVOLUTION SALUTES 
CONSTITUTION WEEK 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 18, 2000 

Mr. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, the week of Sep-
tember 17–23 has been officially designated 
as Constitution Week. This marks the 213th 
anniversary of the signing of our Constitution. 

The guardian of our liberties, our Constitu-
tion established our republic as a 
selfgoverning nation dedicated to rule by law. 
This document is the cornerstone of our free-
dom. It was written to protect every American 
from the abuse of power by government. With-
out that restraint, our founders believed the re-
public would perish. 

The ideals upon which our Constitution is 
based are reinforced each day by the success 

of our political system to which it gave birth. 
The success of our way of government re-
quires an enlightened citizenry. 

Constitution Week provides an opportunity 
for all Americans to recall the achievements of 
our founders, the nature of limited govern-
ment, and the rights, privileges and respon-
sibilities of citizenship. It provides us the op-
portunity to be better informed about our 
rights, freedoms and duties as citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time I particularly want 
to take note of the outstanding work of the 
Prairie Rose Chapter of the Kansas Society of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
which is actively involved in the Third Con-
gressional District in events this week com-
memorating Constitution Week. The Prairie 
Rose Chapter has been involved with this ef-
fort in our communities for a number of years 
and I commend them for doing so. 

Our Constitution has served us well for over 
200 years, but it will continue as a strong, vi-
brant, and vital foundation for freedom only so 
long as the American people remain dedicated 
to the basic principles on which it rests. Thus, 
as the United States continues into its third 
century of constitutional democracy, let us 
renew our commitment to, in the words of our 
Constitution’s preamble: ‘‘form a more perfect 
Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tran-
quility, provide for the common defence, pro-
mote the general Welfare, and secure the 
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Pos-
terity . . .’’ I know that the Prairie Rose Chap-
ter of the Kansas Society of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution joins with me in urg-
ing all Americans to renew their commitment 
to, and understanding of, our Constitution. 
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25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
HERITAGE HILL FOUNDATION 

HON. MARK GREEN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 18, 2000 

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, this 
week in my home town, the Heritage Hill 
Foundation will celebrate its 25th anniversary. 
I’m proud today to offer a few remarks hon-
oring this exciting occasion before the House. 

It’s hard to believe that the Heritage Hill 
Foundation is 25 years old. Back in 1975, a 
few folks got together and decided that they 
were going to dedicate themselves to creating 
a museum of living history right in Brown 
County. They banded together and founded 
the Heritage Hill Foundation. 

Over the years, this foundation has been a 
model organization—serving as the example 
for other state and local groups to follow as 
they sought to improve their communities. 

I’m proud to have served on the board of 
this foundation. But I’m even more proud of 
what it has achieved. It has turned that dream 
of a living history museum into the reality that 
today stands as Heritage Hill State Park. 

The foundation has a long list of achieve-
ments to its credit. It has raised millions for 
the creation and operation of Heritage Hill 
State Park. It has restored century-old build-
ings to their original glory, and built new repro-
duction structures that make the past come 

alive for the generations of today and tomor-
row. 

The successes of Heritage Hill are a direct 
result of the commitment and hard work by all 
those involved with Heritage Hill Foundation, 
and the support and help offered by our com-
munity. They’re also the result of the enthu-
siasm of those folks, young and old, who visit 
Heritage Hill and remind all of us involved in 
the project that our investment has truly paid 
off. 

Thank you, Heritage Hill Foundation. 
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BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL WINNER 

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 18, 2000 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Rancho Bernardo High 
School in Rancho Bernardo and its leaders, 
Principal, Paul Gentle and Superintendent, Dr. 
Bob Reeves. Rancho Bernardo has been des-
ignated by the U.S. Department of Education 
as a National Blue Ribbon School for 2000. I 
am proud to inform my colleagues that my dis-
trict had an amazing record of eleven schools 
selected for that prestigious honor this year. I 
would also like to note that the Academy of 
Our Lady of Peace right outside my district in 
San Diego County was also named a Blue 
Ribbon School. I applaud the educators, stu-
dents and communities in each of the San 
Diego County Schools who pulled together in 
pursuit of education excellence. 

Blue Ribbon Schools are recognized as 
some of the nation’s most successful institu-
tions, and they are exemplary models for 
achieving educational excellence throughout 
the nation. Not only have they demonstrated 
excellence in academic leadership, teaching 
and teacher development, and school cur-
riculum, but they have demonstrated excep-
tional levels of community and parental in-
volvement, high student achievement levels 
and strong safety and discipline. 

After schools are nominated by state edu-
cation agencies for the Blue Ribbon award, 
they undergo a rigorous review of their pro-
grams, plans and activities. That is followed 
with visits by educational experts for evalua-
tion. Ultimately, those schools which best 
demonstrate strong leadership, clear vision 
and mission, excellent teaching and cur-
riculum, policies and practices that keep the 
schools safe for learning, family involvement 
and evidence of high standards are selected 
for this prestigious award. I am pleased that 
they are now receiving the national recognition 
they are due. 

As school and community leaders head to 
Washington for the Department of Education 
awards ceremony, I want to thank them once 
again for a job well done. More satisfying than 
any award, these leaders will have the lifelong 
satisfaction of having provided the best edu-
cation possible and a better future for thou-
sands of children. I am proud of what they 
have achieved, and want to share their 
achievements so that more people benefit 
from their accomplishments. I ask that a sum-
mary of Rancho Bernardo High School’s supe-
rior work be included in the RECORD: 
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